
The Coiled 
Spring H O W  L I F E  B E G I N S

Ethan Bier University of California, San Diego, La Jolla, California

COLD SPRING HARBOR LABORATORY PRESS

www.cshlpress.com

Neuro/Epi

Neuro/Epi denticles Ventral
Epi

Epi

Meso

Ventral

Epi

Meso

Meso

Neuro

v.f.

v.m.l.

Dorsal
3 hours

A B C D E

F G H I J

4 hours

Cross-sectional views of embryos

41/2 hours 12 hours6 hours

v.m.l. v.m.l. v.m.l. v.m.l.

Hrt

Ventral
Epi

Dorsal
EpiDorsal

Epi

Neuro

Meso
Endo

The Coiled Spring: How Life Begins, © 2000 by Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press

FIGURE 3.1. Gastrulation of fruit fly embryo. Epi � epidermis; Meso � mesoderm; Endo � endoderm; v.m.l. �
ventral midline; v.f. � ventral furrow; Neuro � neural precursor cells or neuroblasts.


